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atred, I count them mine 


Exemies, Pal. 139. 21, 22. 


—_ 


\ By F.C. GC. 


Printed for Geo. Grafton, and are tobe Sold. by 


LOND 0 N, 


Ric:Baldwinat theOxford- Arms in Warwick: lane, 1695. 


—_— 


ke. 


— — —_—— _—— _—_— —— 


"D—_ 


Serious Advice to a Preſervative againſt 
the Blaſphemous Hereſie of Socmi- 


aniſm. 


OW more than ever, there is cauſe to ſay, 
the laſt Days and Times foretold by the 
Apoſtles * St. Paxl and || St. Fohz, are come * 2 Tim.z. r, 
| upon us: For not only [niquity in Pradtiſe p53. 2. 
doth abound every where, and the Man, and Manner 
of Sin, is daily more and more diſcovered : But alſo 
Perverſeneſs in Judgment, in no leſs than Herefie and 
Blaſphemy, walks bare-faced with thofe who are fo far 
delivered up to Star, as to deny the Lord of Glory : 
For abominable Socinianiſym , which is- a Sink of the 
Cerinthians, Ebionites, Sabellians, Samoſatenians, Photi- 
nians, Arrians, Semi-Arrians, Anti-Trinitarians, Pela- 
gians, and of ſeveral other Hereticks, doth now proudly 
appear, and, in Effe&, defie Chriſtian Religion, and 
attempts to overthrow the Foundation of the Goſpel, 
not in one but ſeveral parts thereof : It is for me a 
Matter of Wonderful Grief, to ſee the Boldneſs and 
Impudence of that Abominable Herefie as it were Tri- 
umphantly to come in, of one fide; and the Silence 
and Sluggiſhneſs of thoſe that ſhould oppoſe it, on the 
other : * O that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a * Jer. g. r. 
Fountain of Tears, that 1 might Weep day and night for the 
Guilt which is thereby contracted upon the Nation. 
My Parpoſe is for the preſent, by the Grace of God, 
only to give in my Evidence in the Caſe, and that as 
briefly and plainly as I can, to condeſcend to the mean- 
eſt Capacity: Bat if by Nt [ be furtherengaged 
in 


Serious Advice to a Preſervative againſt 
in the Matter, I ſhall grudge neither Time nor Pains 
upon ſo Juſt, ſo Neceſlary, and ſoGlorions an Account, 
as to bear Record for the Fundamental Truth of Chri- 
tian Religion. | 


Lialicms Socinus the Uncle, :and- Fanſtin Sorbiens! bis 


Nephew, both of Siexa in [taly, ſoon atter the Death of 
Deteſtable Servetrs,did the firlt conceive,and the ſecond 
bring forth their Damnable Opinions,” which amongſt 
the Teſt are theſe: They deny the moſt Holy ang 
Adorable Trinity, Chriſt's Divinity, his being Coeternal 
mM Time,if we may ufe that word, with the. Father, Co- 
eſſential in Nature, and Coequa!l in Power 5 they will 
not own he hath given the Father Satisfaction for our 
Sins, but onlyobtained for us, by our Faith and Obe- 
dience, to fatisfie for our felves : They ſay he died for 
ctr Good, bat not in our Place. he died for himſelf, 
not for his Sins, bat for the Mortality 'and Infirmity of 
our Nature which he had aflumed he becamenort onr 
High Prieſt till after his Aſcenſion into Heaven : How 
Man, before his Fall, was Naturally Mortal, and had no. 
Original Righteouſneſs 3. that tn-us there is no Original 
Sin, as it imports a Deformity of Natore : "The Holy 
Ghoſt they admit not to be God, no more than Chriſt, 
whoſe Incarnation they afficm to be againſt Reaſon, and 
without Proofs of:Scriptare : With Pelzgiuns they are 
againſt Providence and Matters of Grace. ' All theſe, 
and others, abominable Errors, which deftroy the 
whole Foundation and Work-of our Salvation, are to be. 
found in'the Books of Socinw, Crelixe,Oftorodine;8cc. 

How far will Men go, when once they are fallen into 


and engeged in-an evil way? When Got hath left them. 


in the Blmdneſs. and! Darkneſs of their Underſtanding, 
and given them up to the Imaginations and Connſtls of: 
their evil Hearts, to the Temptations of Satan, and to 
their own Natura} Corruption : We {ce it in the caſe of 
that Wieked Arrive, who within a ſhort time, fromthe 

| | | Year: 


ER_—_— aa... > en. OE eat. Sis = + ms ; 4 


the Blaſphemiur Herefie of Socinianiſm. 
Year 323 till 336, drew a great part of the World after 
himz and in theather, of that great Impoſtor Mahomet 
who agreed with Arrizs againſt the Deity of the Lord 
Jeſus, wherein he is followed by Socizians: That Man, 
5f | thorough a Judgment of God, * ſending a firong Delu- *:The rc. 
d | fon that Men ſhould believe a Lye, by the means of a 
Fooliſh Book, of a Nonſenfical Alcorar, of pretended 
q | -Trances and Raptures, when he was in his Fit of the 
11 | Falling-ſickneſs, and of the Cheat of a Pidgeon picking 
(as it had been taught) ſome Grains out of his'Ear, as 
1 | it the Angel Gabrie/, under that ſhape, had then been 
Suggeſting his Religion and DoQtrine to him 3 with ſome 


: | Alſowance to the Pleaſares of the Fleſh in this World, © 
| and Promiſes of the like in the next; by theſe means, 

- | and the Trick of his Tomb at Mecca, hath drawna great 

F | - part of the World after him. TY 


Tn order to ſettle their Lppione Principles, Sociniaus 
go about two things: Firſt, Tooverthrow the Ground | 
of aur Faith and Religion, with their attempting to | 
undermine Holy Scriptures, which are the Foundation | 
and Rule of it: To bring it about, They affirm the Old | 
Teſtament to be needleſs for Chriſtiansz as for the | 
"8 Books of the New, they allow not the Authors thereof | 
| | to have been Inſpired by the Spirit of God, poſitively | 
againſt what is. ſaid -2 Tim. 3. 16, and therein they | 
'& would have ſome places to contradift others; grant | 
this and you take away the lofallibility and Truth of | 
Scripture 3 and if it be yielded of one Text, why not | 
of many more? If ſo, What will become of Chriſtian \ 
Religion grounded upon. the Goſpel? For if we muſt | 
believe St. Pax! who * Certifies, it is ot after Max, for *Gal.1. 11, re. 
be nezther received it of Man, neither was he tanght it, but 
by Revelation of Jeſws Chriſt. he o, 
The ſecond thing Sociniare, do to promote their--\ 
Blaſphemies, is, To make Natural Reaſon the Principle 
.of Religion, for they give all to Reaſon, as if it was | 
97 B 2 ___* Infallible 
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Infallible and could not beimpoſed upon, and nothing 
to the- Authority and Conſent of the Church, nor of 
Scripture it ſelf, according to this Rule of theirs, That 
no Interpretation of Holy Scripture is to be admitted, 
Except it doth agree with Natural Reaſon, and to the 
Evident Experience of outward Senſes: Inſtead of the 
Traditions which Pepiſts bring in, they would have 
their own Reaſon, without the Influences 'of the Spirit 
of God, to be the genuine and proper Interpreter of 
God's Holy Word : - So take away the Rule, and yon 
bring in Diſorder and Confufion. | 

We know and own, how Faith doth not deſtroy 


Reaſon, rather it doth Refine and Pnrific it; ſo God 


* Pal. 19. 
| Rom.10. 1$, 


*Rom.1.21,22 


forbid we ſhould exclude Reaſon from Religion, for 
*tis Subſervient to it 3 Reaſon indeed hath ſomething of 
Religion; for by the Light of Nature, in things of the 
World, and.Courſe of Providence, one may. be con- 
vinced how there is a Being of Beings, a firſt Cauſe of 
all, and a God whoſe Powerand Wiſdom appeareth in 
the Works and Order of Nature, which as * David 
faith, and || Pasl after him takes notice of, day wnto day 
uttereth Speech, and night unto night ſheweth Ke nowledge. 
Bat our Religion and Faith in Chriſt is not a DoQrine of 
Nature, or cle Salvation thorough his Name had been 
known to every Man, but Experience convinces us of 
the contrary : And St. Pau! doth poſitively and plainly 
declare upon the Matter, in the caſe of thoſe who 
wanted no Natural Reaſon, when by the Rulesthereof 
they would meaſure true Religion, * Became vain in 
their Imagination, and their fooliſh Heart was darkened. 
Profeſſmng themſelves to be Wiſe, they became Fools. © 

_ . All and the beſt Natural Reaſon in the World, nay 
the greateſt Gifts of Nature, in Knowledge, Wiſdotn, | 


Parts whither innate or acquired by the Philoſopher, 


* x Cor. 2. 146 


Orator, 6c. come very ſhort of Faith, which in us js 
the Soul of our Religion; for, *The Natural Mas receiveth 


uot 


. 


| 


_ the Blaſphemone Hereſee of Socinianifin; 3. 


1ot the things of the Spirit of God, for.they are Fooliſhueſs 


unto him ; neither can he know theme, for they are Spiri- 

txally diſcerned. So that with St. Paxl we'may upon 

this account ask, * Where 3s the Wiſe ? Where '#s the * ; Cor. 1.16. 
Scribe £ Where is the Diſpnter of this World 2 Where is , 


the Rational Mart? Hath not God made Fooliſh the Wiſe 


dom of this World? The Reaſon that is meerly Natural 
he bath. infatuated 5 and to' ſhew that Reaſon alone 
cannot bring as'to true Religion, that is, to the Goſpel, | 
it is called a Myſtery, * the Myſtery of Chriſt,” and || the * Eph. 3. 4. 
Myſtery of the Faith, and a great one too; * for without n Tin3'® 
Controverſie great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God was hee 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, then Chriſt is God, for none but 

he was manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit , 

ſeen of Angels, preached unto the Gents, believed on in 

the. World, received wp in Glory; all theſe are appliable 

to Chriſt, and to none but him, to GoJ made Fleſh. 

The. Knowledge of this is ſo far above Reaſbn, that to 

make it known, *rwas neceſſary it ſhonld be revealed : 

* How that by Revelation he, God, made known to me the , _ , 
Myſtery ;, yea, fach a Myſtery as Natural Reaſon cold — 
not attain unto, for 'tis * the Myſtery which hath been hid * Col. 1.16. 
from Ages and. from Generations :' Surely. during theſe 

Apes and Generations there' were thoſe Men who 

wanted not ' good Natural Reafon, but "now # made 

manifeſt to his Saints, not to every Man, for, * »nto/you * Matt 13. 11. 
it is given to know the Myſtery of the Kingdvm of Heaven, 

but to them it js not given: Then it comes not 'by 'Na- 

tural Reaſon, but *ris a Gift of God. Now the Goſpel 

and the Preaching of Jeſts Chriſt, is the Doftrine of 

Fr of the Myſtery which was kept ſecret- ſince the Worla 


If we want another Apoſtle*s Evidence, we have it 
in St. Peter in the caſe of the Prophets under the'Old 
Teſtameut, who *. enquired, ' and ſearched diligently; of x 


* 2 Pet. 2: I. 


*Mark 13. 32. 
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*zhe Grace that ſbould come unto you, all which had been 


in vain, but they got it by Revelation, to. whoxe it 


-was. revealed, that not unto themſelves;but unto ws, they did 


Miniſter the things which are now reported unto yon, by 
wa, Fa have preached the Goſpel nitto-you 3, 00 need cf 
Revelation where Natural Reaſon can-attain unta; yet 
without Revelation the Prophets,, which wanted no 
Natural-Reaſon, could not... I;go fyrther and fay, An- 
gels, who are clear ſighted, far-above Men, . * greater 
in Power «nd Might, and have a greater depth of Rea- 
ſon, What ef them? Which things, fays the lame Apo- 
ſtle in the ſame place, that is, the Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel, the Angels defire to look, into, not to dive, but to 
look into, to ſee and adore that Incomprebeofible My- 
ſtery, they cannot look into, ar cle they would.not 
defireit, tor none deſires to have.that which he -hath., - 
Angelical Nature cannot fathom thoſe Depths, and do 
we think the ſhallow Brain of the moſt Rational Man 
can? Hereupon I thiok I may follow onr Bleſſed Savi« 
our's way, of arguing in the caſe of the. Day of Judg- 
mentz only he doth trom the leſſer to the erate, and 
I from the greater to the leſſer 3 * Of that Day, and that 
Hour, knoweth no Man, no, wot the Angels which are is 
Heaven. Thus the Myſtery of the Salvation of Man- 
kind knoweth no Angel, much leſs any Man, be he ne- 


_ verſo Llama ny. muchasGod harh been pleaſed 


. wy ſelf: $0 then in Oppoſition to Socinians, as we be- 


to reveal in theGoſpel.z that Knowledge cames.oot by 
Reaſon, or any thing elſe of Nature, but by Grace, 1 
think this fufficiently. ſheweths how. deficient Natural 
Reaſon is, ro lead us to: True Chriſtian Religion with; 
out Revelation,which God. effe&ed by mean: ot Angels 
Prophets, Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and this not with a 
bare outward Declaration, but an inward effeQnal 
Working and Revelation of his Holy Spirit. .. . - 

ButI muſt nat exceed the narrow Bounds I preſcribed 


lieve 


the Blaſphemour Herefie of Socinianiſni, 


leve the PerfeQion and Infallibiliey of Holy Scripeure, 
wealſo maſt own, there are in our Holy' 
ſeveral things above Reaſon: Indeed ' Matters of Fa 
do' fall under our Senſes, but thoſe of Faith goifar be- 
yond' them 5 Material things, ſach-as'our 'Senfes, Hold 
no - Proportion with Spiritaal ' ſach i is Faith, highly 
elevated alſo beyond Reafon. 

Certainly this Generation of Men, come adder the 


— 


Curſe pronounced by-St. Pant, * If any Mar love not the +, Cor 16.14 


Lord Feſins Chyife, let hins be Anathems Maran-atha: *Tis 
to'Hate and not to'Love him, as to-go about'to dero- 
gate from his Right; and is 'muck as: in them lies, to 
deprive him of his Dane, and diſhononr him, as he to}d 


the Jews, * 1 bonowr my Father, and ye diſhonour me. John 8. 49. 
on ſis ſer down in feveral places of the'fame Vert 12,18, 


al a3 namely,” they would nor believe him tobe ,} 
Me theWorld, nor the Witneſs which he and. the © 
orgy bare'of him z and that be was he, that is; the 
Mejj3ah, the Chriſt, the Son of God, who had told them 
the Fryth he had heard of God, whom he there-calk 
often bj Father, for Tproceeded forth und came from GoJ. 
Yet''tis as true: av Nrange, 'thac notwithſtariding {6 
many of ear Proofs of his Divinity in\Scriprore,'Socririurts 


deny him to'beGod, without which! he' had 'not beet 


qualified tobe Mediator between (God and us: (for +: 
Mediator muſt have the Nature of both Parties). rior 
gotten the Victory over all the Enerhies'of 'our $Sflva- 
tion.: Thongh to avoid Profixity, I muſt notinfiſt upoh 
the Proofs of onr Lord's Divinity, which is: the Life of 
our Faith, Hope: and Comfort, yer ſomething 1 ws 
now ſzy to it. MAGS 
"If we hat no ities Witricf but-Bt. Johe, it were 


more than ſafficient tb 'condemmn the Bafphemy : In the : 


days of the Emperor Domitiar, otie Ebion' a Samriritar, 


mil his SeQators, denying Chrift's Divinity; the Apoſtle 


did write his "IE 10 proveit, - which -in fo-many- 
places -. 


* 28, 29, 49, 


Serzour Advice to-a Preſervateve axinſt 
places thereof'is 'done as poſitively, fally and clearly; 
as Heart can deſire: Only fome few 1 ſhall take notice 

*John 1. 1,14. Of, 'to begin with the firſt Verſe of Chap. 1. * Iz the 
Beginning was. the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was Gods compared with V. 14. and the Word 
was made' Fleſh.” - Aﬀord' us this Argument, the Word 
was God, the Word was made: Fleſh, therefore God 
was made Fleſh: And as the name Word is proper to 
Chriſt who was made Fleſh, -it followeth, that Chriſt 
is God. Andin another place he is, in a-moſt ſpeci- 

*Chap. 3: 26. fical manner, called * God's only begotten Son, whereby 
he 1s affirmed to be of the ſame Nature and Subſtance, 

*Chap. 14. 9. and equal with him, * He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen 
the Father; faith he: The Reaſon he gives elſewhere, 

*Chap. 10. 30- *-1 and my Father are one; and to Philip he ſaith, || Be: 

{Ch.14.10,11- Jzepe me that I amt in the Father, and the Father . in me 5 
which for ' gteater Confirmation | he : had ſaid: juſt in 
the Verſe before 5 this Demonſtrates a ſtricter Union 
than meerly one of Favour and Grace; this ſhews the 
Unity of Nature in the Diſtia&ion of Perſons, which 
though diſtinguiſhed amongſt themſelves, fo that the 

' Father is not the Son, nor the Son the Father, yet both 
are Gods, and Divine Nature is common to both z no- 
thing can be more like the Perſon of the Father, than 

* Colof. 1. 15. the Perſon of the Son, . wherefore he is called * the 
Image of the inviſible God ; God: the Father is Inviſible, 
no Man bath ever ſeen him, but he hath. made himſelf 
vifible io. the Perſon of his Son, who. 1s.partaker of his 
Nature: To this purpoſe the Lord: Jeſus is faid to be 

* Heb. 11. 3. * the brightneſs of bis Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon. This is no Flattery to him nor Favour, for it 
is his Right ; herein he is no Ulſurper, nor Intruder, for 


if he was, God would not ſuffer it, being, as be is, ſo | 


Jealous of his Honour and Glory; 'tis therefore upon a 

* Phil. 2. 5, 6. Juſt Title, that * Chriſt thought it uo Robbery to. be equal 
. -Fith God: None but Gad can truly and really be equal 
Og) Y Oy EE Se _.. with 
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the Blaſphemout Herefie of Sacinianiſm 

with God's I would know what meer Creature may 

lawfully be comoared to, and be equal-with;God. 
The Lord - Jeſus. himſelf declares, at ſeveral. times; 


how he came from the Father, that's, from above, from * Joba 3: 3r. 


Heaven ; how the Father had ſent him, which is to be 
underſtood, when he became Man, -and was born of a 
Woman: Now he could not be ſent and come, before 
he had a Being 3 and as he: was come from the Father, 
ſo he returned to.the Father, as he declared it to his» 
Diſciples : Burt I deſire, a ſpecial-noticeto_ be: taken. of 


what is ſaid: * And now, O Father, glorifie thou me, with * John 17/5. 


the Glory » which 1 had with thee before the World was : 
Whence we infer, how the Lord Jeſus was before the 
World, that is, from Eternity, for time began only at 
the Creation 3, how not only he was, -but. alſo had 
Glory. equal with the Father: This cannot be under- 
food of his Humanity, becauſe he was Born in Time, 
and he was not Glorified till after his Reſurre&ion 3 
nor he could not have a Glory, [except hehad a Being, 
which Being had no. relation to his Humanity, but to 
his Divinity : : And becauſe, .thorongh his Humiliation, 
that Glory had been eipſer; he .was to retarn, and 
again to appear in it, after the Work he came abouc 
Was OVET. | | | S. 

There would be no:end if I would enlarge,and bring 


in ſo many places as the Old and;\New;Teſtaments do 


afford, to prove.this Point, the:{trength of which-the 
bitter Enemies of this Truth, being ſenfible of, itmakes 
them do what: they can to elude it, and. undervalue 


the Authority of theScripture,which muſt be the Judge ! 


in the Cauſe, reſerving the Interpretation thereof. to. | 
their own Fancy. or Reaſon,, as they would call -it.. | 
Wherefore to be ſhort, I ſhall, according to the uſual? 
way in Schools of Divinity, reſolve the whole into an 
Argument, which is this, He to whom in God's Word 
are appropriated the Names, Attributes, Works and 

"+ 7-0 Divine 


4 


Þo Seriur difwies\10's Proſorvmivy mainſt 


Divine Honont,. he is true Fternal God ; but to the 


Lord Jeſus all theſe are attributed in Scriptare, there- 
fore th&"Eord Jeſas is trae Eternal God :* We muſt 

_ ++ deſtend to Partiedlars. 7 O77 9065 911 VO 
'r Firſt asto'the Names, we begin with the Old Teſta- 
* 1k. 7.14, ment, few out of nany: He is called * Immanxel, which 
| Matt. 1. 23- being interpreted is, || God with ax : And by the ſame 
Prophet; amongſt other Glorious Names, he is called 

*Ih.9.6. the * Mighty God: And in another place, || Behold your 
| Ch-35- 4255. God will come with "Vengeance, even God with s Reconr- 
* Matt. 21.5. pezſe, &c. which our Saviour * applieth unto himfelf. 
So the Name of God, 'ahd of Fehovah, which Jews own 

to be an incommunicable Name of God, never to be 
pronounced but once a Year, by the High Prieſt, in the 

*Ch.16. r3. & Hokieſt of all; are given tim 3 as m * Gereſes, and"in 
18. 7. this to || Exodar iff Malachy he is called the” Lord, the 
be compared AJ,fonger of the Coverrant, who oftcii appeared'to rhe 
Exod. 3. 15. Fathers, as a forerunning of his Incarnation 3 amongſt 
; rage '- .. Others to * Joſhwa, ander the name' of Captain of the 
51415: Fbft of the Lord, x0 whottt Joſhma, by tis Cothinand, 

[| Exod. 3. 5- rendered the fame Hotiorr as}'MoJer had gone before, 
Pwt-off 1hy Shbes frivhe "bffe thy" Feet, for the place\ where 

thou ſtandeft is Holy Ground ';" in which place he 1s 

called the Angel of the Lord, v. 2. v. 4. the Lord and 

God. - ThisTs che Angel of God" promiſed to be fent 

* Exod.23, 20, before Wis People; * forty Nanit 3 i him, hes called 
21, 22: by the frme Natit ds Farh,. 2d he'is the fame a5T an; 
eveh'God. | Of the! word Jehovah, which is Engliſhed 

che Lord, bemy attribated to onr- Saviour, we have 

11. 40. 3, bdſides others, two-confiderable Tnftances3 one 3, [| The 
'— Fvoice of hirh that erieth'm"the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the 

widy bf heir, meake freight 71 the Deſer 7797 Way 

»1ckn 1. 22. for 0h God: PheVorte rs * applied to Jobs the Baptiſt, 

John 1. 23 ia of te gue Abies Tndþ ey ONE 

as oor Saviour, whoſe Forerurmer he was, is the Lord 

{ Hof. 1.7. and Ged. The other Tnftance 15 this, }| I will have 
Mercy npon'the Houft of: Judah, and. T will Save them by 
otr03CE the: 
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the Lord their God+ Now there istio other Saviour but 


Jeſus Chriſt the Meſſiah, which he plainly” declared to 
the Woman, * Trhat ſpeak wirito thee ans he. If then * John 4. 25. 
Chriſt ſpoke the Truth, and 'St. Jab» hath written the | 
Truth, "Chriſt is he, who is*alfo- called;-}| the Ange! of | 16.53.'9, 8. * 
God's preſence, who ſaved them his People; ſo bo mas mi 1 
their Saviour > All this ſpoken of the Lord'Jelas. --" 
The Proofs of this ont of the New Teſtament are as 

clear as can be, beſides the Texts already quoted, :ob- 

ferve the followitg, *'Thic 56 Bteraxt Life to know thee * John 1+. +, 
the only true God, -and whonr thou haſt ſent Jeſ#s Chriſt, 

that is, to be the only true.God, a thing uſual amongſt 

the Hebrews, for though the Language be Greek, yer 

the Writers were Jews, whoſe/Tongue and manner of 
exprefling themſ{yes is Cottpettdious'and 'Laconick; 

and cothmonty implies more thank Yor exprefs,.eſpes 
Gially in avoiding of Reperitions3 "of many dnſtances 

let one ſerve for all, "tis this, } T have" brew Youre" and || PRI 37. 25." 
zow am Old, yet have I not ſeen the Righteous forſaken, 

nor his Seed. begging *Breag, ſapply the'word forſaken 
beforetxpreſſed; for ſotnetithesthe'Seetl of the Righte. 

ous, God ſaffers by way of Triatto'begz” bat though 

they beg, yethe never forſaketh them-"* Thus 'in. this 

place after the words FJeſws Chrift, the words to be the 

only trus God, —_— to | be ſapplied-and -underftood. 

The ſime. Evangel ft addeth ellewhete; _ Pe e thiegs * John 20. 3r. 
are written, that ye might believe *hit Jeſws 1c the Ohrift, " = 
the Son of God'; of the Living: God according'to 'th 
'Confeffion before made by. Peter, {|| We belitve-and are | Chap. 6. 59. - 
ſure that thou art that Chriſt, the:Son of the Living God: 

The $on and only Son of the Living God, 'muft needs 

alſo be the Living God : *Tis faid,' *Cod hath purebaſed * Ads 10. 28. 
the Chnrch with his own Blpod : Properly fpeaking Goll 

bath no Blood';z 'How'then' can he*purchaſe «Chnrch 

with his own Blood, otherwiſe than by the means -of an 
Hypoſtatical Union of an o<i and Bamane Natures 
_=- 2 in 


* John 20.28, 


{| Rom. 9. 5. | 


+ Colol. 2. 9. 


* x; Tims3- 16. 
| 1 John 5.20. 


by Exod. 7. Is 


* Ia. 9.6. 


Serwu: Advice to'a Prifervativ? agnenſs. 
in one Perſon ,þy- vertue. whereof the Blood: which 
belongs to Humane Nature is called+God's. own Blood. 
Thomas calls him * »»y Lord and my God; and St. Paul faith, 
he is over all God Bleſſed for ever,and Þ in him dwelleth all 
the fullueſs of the Godhead -bedily.... How fully doth this 
exprels it, thus * God was mgrifeit in the Fleſh; and: his 
beloved Apoſtle faith, || 424 we know that the Son of 
God is come -in the Fleſh, and hath given us an under- 
ſtanding that we might know him that 3s true, Son of God, 
even in his Son Teſs Chriſt : This.is the True God and 
Eternal Life. This Jeſus Chriſt 1s not God only in com- 
pariſon of other Men, or by ſome ſpecial Prerogative 
of Favour, or in ſome higher degree than all the reſt ; 
but this Jeſus Chriſt is the True God : How can it be 
more- plainly and fally expreſſed that he is the True 
God? $o every where <lſe the Lord. Jeſas is abſolutely 
called God, the' True God, and not relatively, as Moſes 
is ſaid * to be made a God to Pharaoh: * . 

Holy Scripture gives. our Bleſſed Saviour Attributes 


that are mcommunicable tothe Creature, ſo he muſt 


needs be True;God:.:As firſt. Eternity, whereot he is 
called the | Fatber, or *-the Exerlaſting - Father; alſo, 


1 Rev.1. 8,17, [| Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, which 


18. 


* 
. 


is, which was, and which is to come, the Almighty ; re- 
peated Verſes 11,12. namely, when the Apoſtle turned 
to ſee the Voice that ſpake to biz, that had called himſelf 
Alpha and Omege (which being the firſt and laſt Letters 
of the Greek Alphabet, ſignifie firſt of all and laſt of all, 
that is, his Eternity) he ſaw one like the Sor of Man, 


that'is, the Lord Jeſus, who v.17. calls alſo himſelf the 
firſt and the laſt 3, andthe next Verſe ſhews it to be uo- 


.derftood of Chriſt, for-he faith, 1 em he that liveth and 


was dead + And Chap, 21, 6. he faith' again, 1 am Alpha 


.and Omega, the Beginning aud:the End, to be compared 


with v. 3. The Tabernacle of God is with Mer, and he will 
dwell with them, and they ſhall be his People, and God him- 


ff 
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ſelf ſhall be with them. .To be underſtood of the Incar- 
nation, as expreſled by the ſame Apoſtle John 1 14. 
and if'xny Doubt ſhould remain, 'tis fully cleared Chap. 
22. 13. where again, and together, are rehearſed the 
general words ſpoken aſunderin the other places, 1 am 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the Firſt 
and the Lai: and to know who faith fo of himſelf, 
read v. 16. I Jeſs have ſent mine Angel; and v. 6. is 
called the Lord God, Ad the Lord God ſent his Angel,&c. 
And that all this is the Attribute and Prerogative of the 


only true Eternal God, it appears out of 1/aiah which _ > Kt and 


our Saviour's words in the Revelations relate to, Thes 
ſaith the Lord the King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer the 
Lord of Hoſts, 1 am the firſt, and I am the Lai, and be- 
ſides me there is n0 Ged; which to the ſame purpoſe 
are repeated 1n other places of the ſame Propheſie. 
To condeſcend unto our Capacity, the Spirit of God 
doth repreſent this Eternity in three parts, Paſt, Pre- 


ſent, and to come, by him which is, which was, and Rv. + 


which is to come; and it cannot be denied, thereby the 
True Eternal God to be underſtood; and herenunto 
doth fitly anſwer that place of Scripture which applies 


it to the Lord Jeſus, Jeſws Chriſt the. ſame yeſterday and Heb: 13. 8. 


to day, and for ever. | 
Socinians would have Chriſt's Bzing to have began 
with his Birth of the Bleſſed Virgin, but he perempto- 


rily confutes them with the Jews, when he faith, * be- ' Jobn 8 5E 


fore Abraham was I am, Can that Generation of Vipers 
deny he ſpoke the Truth when. he faid ſo? If they do, 
then with the Jews they declare themſelves to be the 
Children of the Devil, who, as our Saviour faid to 
them, * Is a Liar and the Father of it. If now our $a- 
viour was amongſt . them, they would take op Stones 
to Stone him as the Jews did at that time, according 
to their Principles (which are the ſame with thoſe of 
. the Jews) they would call. him a Blaſphemer, and one 
vY | E: 


4 S#iout Jibvice to a Preſet vanve againſt 
* Chap.10.33:uſe-of their words, * For 4 good W, ork we Jone thee vt, 
bit for Blaſphemy, and becauſe that thou being a Man, 
m1theit thy ſelf God. Iask, Did the Lord Jefus upon 
this Charge deny himſelf to be God? Which he would: 
have done if he had hot been : Or elſe, Was he an lit»: 
poſtor or Delader? Which he muſt reeds have been, 
if he would have paſſed for God when he was hot: Of 
the Horrid and Inſufferable Blaſphemy of Wicked Men. 
Then Scripture attributes Omniſcience unto Chriſt 
when he was upon Earth as well as now, he knew 
*John 21. 17. EVETY thing, * Lord thou knoweſt al things, ith Peter' 
| Ch.2. 24, 25- UAtO him, || he knew all Men, and needed not that any 
ſhould teſtifie of en: we he knew what was in May. There- 
*Heb.4.1 3414. Was no Dillembling before him, * for all things are, and 
were, naked and open unto the Eyes of him with whom we 
are to do, even Jeſws the Son of God, who, when” upon 
yJohn 6. 50; Earth, knew. || which of the Twelve was a Devil, for he 
and 13.11. new who ſhould betray him, This Record ke bears of 
* Rev. >. 23. himſelf, and we know his Record is true, * AP the 
Churches ſhall know that I. am he which ſearcheth the Reins 
and Hearts. All this is very plain. y 
[In the Word of God our Saviour is declared to be 
11Jokns. 19. Almighty, for, || whatſoever things the Father doth, theſe 
+ Heb- 1. 3. alſo doth the Son likewiſe; and | he npholdeth all things 
by the word of his Power : In the fore-quoted place of 
Rev. 1. he calls himſelf the Almighty. ondiovh 
Chriſt Jeſus is alſo preſent every where, another Attri- 
bate of an Infinite Beings * Where two or three are g4- 
thered together in my Name, there I am in the midift of 
them; and, Lo I am with you always even unto the end of 
the World. FOE 2H RM | 
Bat not. only all theſe forenamed Attributes mcom- 
-municable to the Creature, ſuch is every meer Man, 
" are applied he 8 2 "Teſts, alſo Divine Works 
{ John r. 3. -are, as the Creation of the World, || Al/ things were 
"made by him, and without him was not any thing — 
that 


* Matt.18. 20, 
Chap. 28. 20. 


F, 
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that was ade; Which St. Paul confirmeth, * For by hiz; * Colol. 1: 16: 
were all things created that are in Heaven, and that are in 

Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they b: Thrones and 
Dominions, or Principalities or Powers, all things were 
created by him and for him, We know the Work of 
Creation is peculiar to God, he never imparted it to 

any Creature, for none is capable of it, only an Infinite 

Being and Power can fl up an infinite diſtance between 

an es and #07: exs, a real Being and nothing 5 between 

theſe two is an anpaſſable Galf for any Creature, an 

Abyſs that can be filled up by no Man nor Angel : To- 

create is God's incommunicable Work, the Name of 
Creator or Maker of ſomething ont of nothing, belongs 

to God alone; and ſeeing the World was created by 

the Word, and that Chriſt is the Word that was made 

Fleſh, 'it followeth that Chriſt i5 God : God by his Sor: Heb. r. 2. 
r1ade the Worlds : SoheRules and Preſervesthe World, 

as m the fore-quoted place, Heb. 1. 3. He npholdeth all 

things by the Ward of his Power + He faith himſelf, || Be- | John 14. rx: 
lieve me'that T aminthe Father, and the Father in me, or ' | 
elſe believe me for the very Works Jake. He is one of the. 


| Elohine that created the World. It is alſo a Divine Gen. :. r: 


Work to raiſe Men from the Dead, this alſo belongs 

to Chnilt, for as the Father raiſeth up the Dead, and quick- 

eth them: even ſo the Son hare whone he will]; The 
words as and ſo do ſhew an Equality in the Ads, our 

$1viour rafſed” Jairw his Danghter,' Lazarws, Sc. nay 
he raifed himſelf by his own Power, * I have Power to * John 10. 18; 
lay clown my Life and take it uy again, Can any-one but 
God give Frermal Life > Bat || ChriiF gines 455 Sheep (| Chap. to. 20, 
Bernal Life Who can forgive Sms but God -only:: 
The: Jews were in the Right, according totheir Pram 
ciples, .to-call it Blaſphemy, becanfe they believed him 
to be a meer Man, andnot God, as he was, * Why oth *Mark 2.7,10;- 


this Man thus ſpeck Blaſphemies ? who tan forgive Sins but 


God only 2: Whereupon immeditdy-ont Savionr, to- 
ed tew- 


16 Serious Advice to a Preſervative againſt 
ſhew he was God, ſaid, That ye may know that the Son 
of Man hath power to forgive Sins, &c. he proveth it with 

Miracle : The raiſing of the Dead, and other Miracles 

+ 0 by the Apoſtles, were not in their Names and by 

* Ats 3.6. their Power, as all. Chriſts were, * but in the Name 
and by the Power of Jeſs of Nazareth. | 

Laſtly, Divine Worſhip and Honour is and ought 


to be rendred to our Saviour by Angels and Men, and + 


{| feb. r.G || let aff the Angels of God worſhip bm and * that all 
Jonn 5:23* Men ſhould Honour the Son even 45 they Honour the Father, 
that 1s, alike, that ſignifies 1a the ſame Nature, Manner, 
}1fa 42.8. and Degree 3 hut God declares || be wil not give bis 
Glory to another : Wherefore Chrilt maſt needs be the 
ſame as the Father, of the ſame Nature, and not a 
Titular God, as they would. make of him: | $0. they 
| whodeny him:traly to be the Son of God, in that, are 
Matt. 8- 29 yyorſe than the Devils which owned him to be ſach ; 
which Truth hath been ſealed with the Blood of Mulli- 

"John 3.15,16 ons of Martyrs. And to. come to Particulars, * we 
1 Matt.28. 19 believe in his, we muſt || be Baptiſed in his Name, and 
* Phil. 2. 10. * af bzs Name every Knee ſhould bow. It Chriſt werenot 
God, it were [dolatry to worſhip him; yet our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who was no Friend to [dolatry, would not 
have ſuffered the Man in the Goſpel to have worſhipped 
bim, but far from forbidding, he encouraged him to 
it, and under . what Notion? as Son of God, for he 
| John 9. 35, asked him, || Doeſt thou believe on the Son of God £ The 
36, 37,38 Man anſwered, Who is he Lord e Chriſt replied, Thou 
haſt both ſeen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. Can 
we delire a plainer Declaration that Chriſt is the Son of 
God, and ought to be worſhipped 3 and if be were 
not the true Son of God of the ſame Nature, it had been 
. * John 20. 28, Idolatry and Blaſphemy in Thoxas, to call him, * My 

Lord and my God. | 

God foreleceing the Devil would raiſe-his ſtrongeſt 
Batteries againſt - his Son, who came to deſtroy the 


Works 
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Works of the Devil, which therefore would have. cut 
him off in his very. Cradle, and ftirred up the: whole 
Malice of Earth and Hell; and to Diſcredit his Do- 
&rine, that Father of Lies found Inſtraments that de- 
famed bis Perſon, and ſaid, he was a Samariter, a 
Friend to Publicans and Sinners, ' that had-a Devil, and 
did caſt out Devils by Belzebub; he. was the Carpenter's 
Son, ſuch a Fellow as they knew not from whence he 
was, a Seducer, Deceiver and Impoſtor: I ſay, God 
fore-knowing all this, provided ſufficient Remedies, 
and by his Holy Spirit in his Word, gave ſach clear 
and full Evidences, as none, but thoſe in whom the 
God of this World hath blinded the Minds,covld doubt 


Ps - 


of, or call to queſtion this Truth of the Goſpe}, * That * John 3. 16. 


God ſent his own Son into the World : Moreover, His 
only begotten Son, which is in the Boſom of his Father, he 
hath declared him; which no body elſe could, it muſt 
be God's only Begotten, the reaſon is given in the 
beginning of the Verſe, zo Mar hath ſeer God at any 
time: Shall not God's only Begotten Son receive and 
be Partaker of his Father's Nature ? If abſolutely no 
Man hath ſeen God at any time, he that hath ſeen and 
declared him muſt needs be God. 
Though this Matter be ſo copious, yet to keep my 
ſelf within my narrow Bounds, I ſhall to this Point add 


Chap.1. 18. 


a few words. more: St. Johz ſaith, that * i» his time * 1 John 2.18. 
there were many Amtichriſts, and. || many Falſe Prophets || Chap. 4 1- 


were gone out into the World. Thele Oppoſers of Chriſt 
were of two ſorts, ſome who denied Chriſt Feſ&s to 
be come into the World, or inthe Fleſh, that is, That 
the Meſſiah which took ap the whole ExpeQation of 
the Jews, was not come; for we know: the Meſſiah 


and * Chriſt to be but one and the ſame: Now thoſe »5,1n , 2; 


that confeſſed not Jeſus Chriſt ro be the promiſed 
Meſſiah, were UK" 4p the Meſſzah was to come in 
the Fleſh, that is, To take upon him our Humane 

. i Nature 


rs Serious Advice to a Preſtyyative againſt 


Nature and become Man. All Prophefies and Types 
: 


onder the Law, in every Circumſtance, were falfil 
11 the Perſon of the Lord Jeſs born of the Virgin 
Mary, and whoſoever denied it was an Antichriſt, | 


The fecond fort of 'Antichrifts in St. Johr's time, 


were thoſe rthar, as the Ebzonites did then, the Arrians 

ſince, and now Sociriers do, own Chriſt to be a Pro- 

phert and a Saviour, but would have him to be meerly 

a Man, and only a Creature; a Man they wonld nor 

deny him to be, but difowned him for a God. Now 
'1 John 4.15. 8gainſt theſe the Apoſtle doth ſpeak, * Whoſoever ſhall 
confeſs, fanh he, that' Jeſw# is the Son of Qod, Ootd 
dwelleth in him, and he in God : So by the Rule of Con- 
traries, and the Stile: of Scriptures, we do infer, that 
whoſoever ſhall nor confeſs that Jeſus is in a true and 
a- proper Sence the Son-of God, God dwelleth nor in 
him, nor he in God 3 both which, that is, the Validity. 
ot. this Inference, 'and the Apoſtle's Poſition, that Jeſas 
is the Son of God, do appear in the following Chapter, 
*. He that believeth not that -"'v is the Son of Qod, hath. 
matle him a Liar, becanſe he” believeth not the Record that 
God gave of his Son - For this is the Witneſs of God,, 


*Chap.5- 9,10, 
Is. 


(which is greater than the Witneſs of Men) which he 


hath teſtified of his Son, Wherein the Apoſtle relateth. 
not only to the Time of our Sxviour's Baptiſin, when 
* Mart. 3. 17- the Voice came from Heaven faying, * This # my be- 


' loved Son in whon't am well pleaſed; but atlo to the 


Transfiguration, when the Voice came our of the 
' Chupe17. 5+ Cloud with the ſame words with this Addition, * Hear: 


ze him 5 which St. Peter takes ſpecial notice of, when 
IzPer.r-17,18, he ſaith, "For be, Jeſus Chtiſt, || received from God: the. 
Father, Hoviour and. Glory,” when there came ſuch a Voice 
10 hine frow he” exivlle#s Olory, And this Voice which 
came from! Heaven; we heard when.. we mere with him in 
the Holy Mount. Where the Apoſtle plainly declares, 
That: as the Y.oice' came from God the Father, fo it 
| Was: 


+ fan pp wot Os as 


oo of wilt any 


WA 


the Blaſphemoue Herefie of Socinianiſm. 
was ſpoken of and to God the Son, or elſe the diſtin- 
ion of Father and Son had been improper and fuper- 
fluous 3 God in the Voice calls him his Beloved Son ; 
the Apoſtle faith the Voice came from God the Father : 
If there was not ſome ſpecial Energy and Signification 
i the word Father, the Apoſtle would only have faid, 
that Chriſt received from God Honour, &«c. but ſpeak- 
ing of the Father and of the Son, who are Relatives, 
that ſhews the diſtm@Qion of two differetit Perſons of 
the Godhead. | [ 

This Voice was the Application to the Perſon of 
whom long before Pal. 2. wherein the Kingdom of 


Chrift was Propheſied of, * The Lord hath ſaid wnto * po x, > 


me, Thou art my Son, this day have Þ begotten thee. Yea, 
ſuch as David whoſe Son he was according to the Fleſh, 
m Spirit calls hits Lord 3 which place cur Saviour 
makes uſe of againſt the Phariſees, for after they had 
anſwered his' Queſtion, Whoſe Son Chriſt was? He 


mich ro his purpoſe asketh them, * If David ther cal Mate. 22. 42, 
him Lord, How is he his Son 9 This could not be in the #3 ## #3 


Capacity of his Son, for the Son! ts not Lord over the 

Father z wherefore it muſt be upon ſome other ac- 

count 3 there was between them another Relation, 

Aur be no Humane one Within ſach a diſtance of 
Ine. 

Hence it appears, That if God doth fo often, and 
in ſo fingular a manner, call the Lord Jeſas his Only 
Begotten Sorr, in whom he is well pleaſed: If God, I 
fay, ſpeaks Trath, the Lord Jeſus maſt be his'Son; 
not in that way of Favour and Grace only, as Socirians 
would have it, and as all his Ele& are, but in a ſtricter 
and effential Relation; to beget, is to communicate 
his Nature and Subſtance 3 and in this Sence he is the 
only Begotten Son, there is but one thus properly God's 
Son; We have a Text which ſpeaks'plainly to the pur- 
poſe, ard gives a right ati the Phraſe, 
= 2 the 


20 


vE John $, 18. 
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the meaning whereof the Jews underſtood very well z 
it is ſaid, * The Jews ſought the more to kill him, not 
only becauſe he had broken the Sabbath, but ſaid alſo that 
Ged was his Father, making himſelf equal with God. $0 
then when Chriſt called God his Father, he meaned 
that he was <qual with God 3 the. Jews ſay ſo, the 
Evangeliſt doth not ſay they were miſtaken 3 and our 


* Ver. 19, 21: Blefied Saviour, the beſt Interpreter of the thing, con- 


* 3. John 2.22. 


frmeth they had a right Notion of the Matter; tor in 
the 19 and 21 Verſes, he affirmeth his Equality in 
Power with the Father, For what things ſoever he doth, 
theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe. For as the Father raiſeth 
up the Dead, ard quickyeth them, ſo the Son quickueth 
mhom he will. This Equality in Power. argueth an 
Equality in Nature; for though God can do great and. 
miraculous things by ſome Creatures, yet (till *tis the 
working of his own Power 3 but God cannot beſtow 
an Inficite Power upon. a Finite and bound Creature, 
{hich it is. not capable of, becauſe it wonld imply a 
Contradidtion : © An Infinite Power '1n Chriſt, ſuch. as 
the Father hath, doth in him import an Infinite Nature. 
But at this time I muſt not ſuffer my ſelf to be drawn 
too far into. the Matter. 

Well, as we heard, St. John calls Antichriſt him that 
denies Chriſt to be the Son of God : * He is Antichriſt 
that denies the Father and the Son : Surely Father and 
Son-muſt have the ſame Nature, deny. one and you 
deny both; Who.is a Liar, but be that denieth that Jeſws 
is the Chriſt 2 To what he calls Antichriſts and:Liars, 
Sr.. Paul giveth the Name. of Blaſphemers, and begins 
with bimfclf, as he was before his Converfion,* Putting 


' ie into the Miniſtry, who was before a Blaſphemer and a 


Perſecutor. Wherein was he ſuch? He ſpeaks ſome- 


. thing of it when-he ſaith, || 1 verily thought with my ſelf, 


that L ought to do. many things contrary to the Name of 
Jeſws.of N:zareth. What doth he mean, by the Name 
y of 
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of Jeſus? His Perſon he could not reach, his Members 
he perſecated as much as he could 3 nay, as he faith, 
he compelled them to do as he did: What's that? To 
Blaſpheme 3 be compelled them to. Blaſpheme,. his Name, As 26. 11. 
his Religion, and ſay many things- againſt his Perſon, 
and deny him to be the Meſſzah, the Son of God, and 
the Profeſſion, of his Goſpel, to defame and diſhanour 
him : And do not; Secirzazs do part of this, and the 
worſt of-it, with; as much as in them lies, depriving. 
him of his Godhead, attacking him in the beſt and moſt 
ſenfible Part:. Methinks theſe Men ſhould have ob- 
ſerved and taken warning by God's ſignal Jadgments 
upon former Blaſphemers againſt the Perſon of Chriſt. 
Arrizs their great Founder, whilſt he was eaſing. him- 
felf of the Neceſhities of Nature; his Bowels came forrh, 
and with them. his Life:  Artemon, Samoſatenws, and 
ſeveral more in-former and later Ages, came to mi- 
ferable Deaths : The end of Jalan the Apoſtate is well. 
known :--Theſe ſhould: make them. Fear and Tremble. 
However in them is a Hardneſs, as was in the: Jews, 
whoſe Arguments they. borrow, * Blaſpheming and Con- + ag 1; 5. 
tradiGing, as they did, to what concerning this Matter 
was ſpoken by Paul and Barnabas. 
The Grounds of their Error I ſhall not at this time 
20 about to refute, that I reſerve. for another occaſion: 
if God permit : However/ two things I ſhall mention, 
which like two 'Rocks they commonly ſplit upon, and 
this being well underſtood,  affordeth Anſwers to moſt 
of their. Arguments. St. Peter's words, by him ſpoken 
in another caſe, I here ſhall, make uſe of, * For this they +, pa. ,.s_ 
are willingly Ignorant. of 3. namely., the :difference of 
Chriſt's State of 'Humiliation., and. that of his Exalta- 
tion.: The: Fews who receive not the New Teſtament, 
may be ignorant of this, yet not willingly 3. but Socz- 
migns,, who fay and pretend they .admit it, cannot be 
Ignorant but willingly : After this. Rule we may my 
| | thoſe. 
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"thoſe places in Scripture, the Sence whereof; thorough 


their Prejudice, they miſtake, * wherein Chrift is made. 
Inferior tothe Father, 'and the! Father ſaid ro be 
greater than he: ?Fis moſt rrue;' that as he performed 
rhe Office of Mediator, as he was Man, as at that time 
when he was upon Earth, in that low and humble: 
Condition, he then was Inferior to the Father, butt 
was not' ſo before, for he, to obtain'Salvation for ns, 
voluntarily -teft that/ Glory 'which he ' had with the 
Father before the World began, and of bi-felf, as the 


* Phil.:.6,7,8. Apoſtle faith, * 100k wpor him the form of a Servant, and 


+ Heb. ro. 20. 


was made in the likeneſs of Man; and he humbled himſelf, 
and made himſelf of no Reymtation :\ He had a Being! 
before he was made Mn, and that Being, as the'Apo- 
fe faith in that place, was the Form 'and Nature of 
God, whereby, without Robbery or Uturpation, he was 
equal with God. After the time of his Humiltation'was 
over, "he went up to the place whence he was come 
down, agam to appear in his Natural Glory; which 
Glory here he” had ft}, but ie was 'nnder a Cloud , 
which made it inviſible to Man : His Humane Nature 
was that Cloud which Scripture calls * the Vail of hes 
Fleſh, which under the Law was typifted by the Vait 
of the Temple; becauſe the' Light of the Sun, when 
'tis behind the Clouds, dotly not appear bright and 
gforious in oor Eyes, Muaft Men fay he hath no Bright- 
neſs nor Glory ? Still there is enough left to convince 
ns, that in it is a Light, or elfe it would be quite Dark: 
So thongh the Lord Jeſits his Dive Glory and Ma- 


 kfty wascdlipfed for @ time, yet ſeveral Beans of 'it 


* John 12. 28, 
29. 


appeared in his' ftate of Exinanitior?; as \in his Bap» 
tiſn, Transfigaration, and when * the Vorce came from 
Heaven faying, 1 have both glorified it, and I will glorifie 
it again; winch made fome of the People vhet fhood by 
fay, it thundred; and others, An Angel ſpake to: him: 
Befides thoſe many miracuions Works he did, which 
I nee 


the Blaſphemaus Herefie of Sovinianiſm: 


none but a Divine Power 'itouldieffet, all theſe leave 


rnbelieving Enemies of his Divinity withour- Excuſe 5 


for they refiiſe to receive the Teſtnmony of God the 
Father, of Chriſt himſelf, and of the Apoſtles and Evan« 
geliſts, which is as pvod as to call hint a Delader' and 
ah Impoſtor. 1 COSI 
- Their other Sitmibling-block and Rock of Offence, 
1s the Incartiation of the Son of God, or his raking upon 
him our Humane Natute' out of the Virgim Mazy, 
thorough the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, which by 
no tneans they will own, though Scripture faith, in 
that Famous Prophefie of: the Coming of the Meſſeah, 


* Behold a Virgin ſhall Conteive; dnd bring forth « Sh, * If. 7. 14. 
aud they ſhall call his Name Immanuel : lf Which being in- rea _ 
co tniIsS ant wer 


zerpreted is, God with #9. What doth, this Interpteta- 7,0, 5: 
tion, God with ns; lignifie elſe, than an Union of 1 Tim, 3. 15. 


Divine with Humane Natnare; one Perfbe'te be both 
God and Man, which doth meet in the Perſon of our 
Blefſed Saviour, who for Cofffirmation of: this, is iti 
Scripture ſo often called God, Son of God, and Man; 
Soft of Man: Can there be any thing: tore poſfirive 


than this? * The Word was Got, 4nd the Word was * John 11,14. 
made Fleſh; by Fleſh is meant Humane Nature; thets - 

God was thade Man, as to the Matimer, it could not be 

by Tranſabſtantiation (change of Subſtance) of Divine 


Nature ito Homane, which had imported an Anni. 


hitation of Divitte Nattre, which © thinks Blaſphemy, | 


dſewhere Scttptiire falth poſitively,” God' was manifeſt 
itt the Fleſh; ' a Text parallel to that of John to prove 
the [zcatnation, which the place fſheweth to be'ſaid of 
Chriſt, it whom are terminated all the Prophiefies arid 
Fignres rmder the Law boot the Meſfiad 5 and thounk - 
the Modi and Manner of things, be above thermack 
of Men to dive into, and f6 we-rmiſttiot be raſh-aboat 
it; yet God in his Word, having revealed the thing 
to be, and faid ſomething about the Manner, it muſt 


not ; 


_ 
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not be negleRted-by us: See- the Angel's anſwer to the: 
"Luke 1:34:35 Queſtion of the Virgin, * Howſball this be, ſeeing 1 know. 
no Man? The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, aud the: 
Power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee. This indeed. 
is a high. Myſtery, the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt, the. 
overſhadowing of the Higheſt: Yet however this is 
plain, that:that Holy Thing or Perſon-to be. born of 
Mary, ſhould be the Son'of God, and really called ſo; 
for to be called is really to beſo; ' as of Fohr Baptiſt, 
Thou Child ſhalt be called the Prophet of the Higheſt , 
Lyke 1.76; hall really be: ſoz or elſe, it he had not 
really been, it had beena Lie: Man. was to have no 
hand in the Birth of that Child, for the Virgin knew: 
no Man, it was to be a Production only of the 'Holy 


Ghoſt coming upon the-Virgin, and of the Power of 


the Higheſt overſhidowing her : Here we. muſt. draw 
a Curtain and a - Door before this high Myſtery ; yet 


we-may ſay; that to bring into the World one that - 
ſhould be meerly-a Man, - there had been no need of 
this tranſcendent, unſpeakable, and incomprehenſible. 
way: If it was inteaded.he ſhould have been no more 


than a Man, ' there had been no need of altering the 
* Take notice uſual Courſe of Generation, - as it was not in * Moſes, 
_ —— Elijah, upon whom afterwards God poured his Spirit : 
as a Servant, SO if the Lord: Jeſus had been but a Man, he might 
Chriſt as aSon, haye/been begotten of a Man, aad afterwards God 
ny Argo might have beſtowed his Spirit, .upon bim in a higher 
5, 6. meaſure than' ever it had been upon any: Man: that 


went before 3 but the. overſhadowing of the Higheſt: 


was not in vain, becauſe God: doth nothing in vain : 


The Holy Ghoſt alone might have preſerved him from: 
Sin-in-his Conception, - but there had been .no need: | 


of the- overſhadowing. of the Higheſt. - Take notice 
ake 1.76, bow Chriſt is alſo called-the Higheſt, and the Great. 


It. 2. 13+ God. | 


Let 


FF F FF Þ PP UN INTENg 


to 


the Blaſphemous Herefre of Socinianiſm. 
Let us compare the Caſes between the Birth of 
John the Baptiſt, of whom our Saviour faith thus, 


* Amongſt thoſe that were born of Women, there was * Luke 7.28. 


not a greater Prophet than John the Baptiſt, and that 
of the Lord Jeſws: In the firſt, two things are re- 
markable, the firſt, That an Angel was ſent to An- 
nounce his Birth: The ſecond, That he ſhould be 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt from his Mothers Womb; 


zabeth ſhal/ bear thee a Son: Here according to the. 
uſual Courle of Nature, a Child was to be born of a 
Husband and his Wife, though Old, yet the thing 
happened before to others; but in the Perſon of Chriſt 
is a Child born of a Woman without Man: The 
Angel faid to Zachariah nothing of the Holy Ghoſt 
coming upon Elizabeth, nothing of the higheſt over- 
ſhadowing her, as to the Virgin Mary - And we know 
how never one Man, or one Prophet ſpoke of ano- 
ther. as John Baptiſt did of our Lord and Saviour 3 
he knew his diſtance, the difference between them, 


comes after me, and whoſe Shoes latchet I am not worthy 
to unlooſe;, the ſame was before me, yet born ſix Months 
after him,and before Abreham too,though there were 42 
Generations between them.O that Pre-exiſtence hath no 
Humane Foundation, and can be attributed to nothing, 
but to an Eternal Being 3 he owneth he was not the 
Chriſt, but he was ſent before him to cry in the Wil- 


all the reſt was Natural and Common, 1hy Wife Eli- chap. x. 


and his nothing in compariſon with him 5 * He that 'John 1.27,30 


derneſs, Make Straight the way of the Lord, Jehovah , Verſe 34. 


and I ſaw and bare Record that this is the Son of God: 


Wherefore upon: occafion our Saviour ſaith of- Fohrz Chap.5- 33:34: 


; | Baptiſt, He bare record of me unto the Truth 3 though [ 
need no ſuch thing,for I receive not Teſtimony from Man; 
however he bare Witneſs unto the Truth, that I am 
the Son of God : And indeed if to prove it there was 
but one or few ſuch Texts = Particulars in Scripture 

| | about 
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Pr 


| 1 Jchn 5.20, 
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about Chriſt, ſome might happen to think there is room 
for Cavils and Exceptionsz but ſo many things, and 
in ſo many ſeveral places, being ſaid to that purpoſe, 
and all tending to confirm that Truth, how he is True 
God, and Only TrueSon of God, there 1s no reafon- 
able ground left to doubt of it. || We krow, faith 
St. John, that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
#5 an underſtanding that we may know him that is True, 
even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : This is the True God, and 
Eternal Life. Nothing plainer- than that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the True God, Relatives ought to be applied to the 
next. 

Scripture mentioneth four kinds of Generation , 
the firſt, by Father and Mother, that 1s, the Common :- 
The ſecond, without Father or Mother, which is pro- 
perly Creations ſo Adam was begotten, and' on this 
account called Son of God: The third, of a Father 
without Mother, thus Eve was formed out of Adar!'s. 
Rib : But the fourth, and more Miraculous is, of a 
Mother without a Father 3 thas our Bleſſed Saviour 
was born of a Woman without the help of Man :: But 
all theſe do relate only to a Temporal Generation, but 
that of Jeſus Chriſt Son of God in a ſtri& Sence, by the 


Father, is Eternal. 


Now the Office of Mediator, required a Perſon that 
ſhould be both God and Man, to perform thoſe things 
that were to be done in relation-to both: As for in- 
ſtance, .To Suffer and Die, was the part of Humane 
Nature, which the Divine is not capable of; but to 
overcome Death and our Spiritual Enemies, could not 
be effeted but by a Divine Power: And it alſo be- 
came the Majeſty. of God, that the Mediator ſhould- 
be Godz which Majeſty is ſo great, that none but 
he that is intimate and equal with the Father, could 
interpoſe between God and Man :. Angels themſclves 
could and. dared not undertakeit, for they ftand oy 

need. 


” 


we 
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need of Chriſt Mediatorz and * they are #0t Pure in * Job 15. 15. 
Gods ſight, which makes them hide their || Face in q 16. 6.2. 


his Preſence; now much lefs any Man only ſuch : 
Befides, who but a God could deſtroy Sin , appeaſe 
God's Wrath, overcome the Power: of Satan, and 
Death Natural and Eternal * Who could make Ex- 
piation for Offences committed againſt an Infinite 
God, but he that is Infioite himſelf 2 By whoſe Inter- 


ceſſion could God's Anger be pacified, but thorough = 


his that 1s his Beioved Son? By whoſe Power coul4 
Satan, and the whole Power of Darkneſs be over- 
come, but by him that is ſtronger than all the Devils 
and Hell? And who could conquer Death, but he 


that hath deſtroyed him that hath the Power of Heb. 2. 14. 


Death; And as none but a Goud could deliver us 
from all theſe Evils, under whoſe Power we were 
ſo none but a God could reſtore us to the Goods we 
had loſt: As firſt, Who.could have reſtored us to a 


perfe&t Righteouſneſs, but he that is Righteouſneſs it 


ſelf? Who toGod's Image, but he that is the expreſs cup. :. 3. 


Image of his Perſon, and the Brightneſs of his Glory 2 
Who could make us Children of God, but he that is 
his Natural and only begotten and beloved Son? Who 
could beſtow upon us the Holy Ghoſt, but he from 
whom the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth? And who could 
give us Eternal Life, but he that is Lite it ſelf? And 
by whom conld we come to God, but thorough 


him that is the way ? Hence it appears, how none John 14. 6. 


but a True and not a made God, could be a Mediator 


between God and us: If ove Man ſon againſt another, , 5," . TE 


faith El, the Judge ſhall judge him: But if a Man ſon 
againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him £ No meer 
Man can, only he that is Lord God himfelf. | 


* What the Law conld not do, in that it was weak * Rom. 8. 3. 


through the Fleſh , God ſending his own Son in the like- 
neſs of ſinful Fleſh, and for Sin, condemned Sin in the 
E 2 juſtifie 
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Hcb. 1. 5,6,8. 


1:Tim- 1. 1. 


Tat. I. 3. 
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Fleſh, 'is a place worthy to take up. our Serious. 
Thoughts: This ſheweth firſt, the Law conld not 
juſtifie us, by reaſon of Weakneſs thorough the Fleſh,. 
or Humane Nature, which to remedy, twas neceſlary 


God ſhould ſend his own Son to relieve this Weak- 


neſs and Impoſſibilityz for that wherein our Nature, 
thorough Frailty, was wanting, muſt be helped by 
Divine Nature. Secondly, This ſheweth, . how this 
help came by means of God's own Son, whom God 
ſent into the World.and by a Sacrifice for Sin, effe&ed 
that which was impoſſible for any Man whatſoever 
to do. Now, if they can, let them find ſtronger and 
more proper Expreſſions, to fignifie Chriſt Jeſus to. 
be the True, Proper, Natural Son of God, than theſe 
in Scripture, God's own Sor, the only begotten Son, which- 
3s in the Boſom of the Father, in whom the Father is well 
pleaſed : Can this be ſaid of one that is a meer Man ? 
No, nor of any. Angel which is a nobler Creature :. 
For unto which of the Angels ſaid he at any time, Thou 
art. my Son, this day have I begotten thee. And again, 
when he bringeth the first Begotten into the World, he © 
ſaith, Let. all the Angels of God. worſhip him; He can- 
not be called the Firſt Begotten, in relation to a Tem- 
poral.Generation, for many other Sons of Adoption 
God had begotten long, before Chriſt's appearing in 
the World 3. but upon account of an Eternal, take 
notice of what is added, But unto the Son he ſaith, 
Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and-ever; not only here, 
and in other places I already quoted, he is called 
God, but allo St. Paul in two places gives him the 
name of (od. our Saviour 5 he is God as certainly as 
he is our Saviour, for in both. places both are joyned 
together. Now as when the Spirit of God doth in 
Scripture call him. Man, we ought to- believe him to 
be a Man indeed; ſo when he calls him God, we 
mulſt- believe him to be God indeed 5: for with St. Paxl, 
* We 


for us. 


But here I muſt ſtop, for inſenfibly I am driven far- 
ther than intended 3 only few words I ſhall ſpeak; 
in relation to the moſt Holy and Bleſſed Trinity , 
which they deny. Divine Nature is moſt ſimply and 
ſingularly onez .yet in that one Effence are Three 
Perſons diſtinguiſhed in Number, Order, Manner*of 
AQing, and with Perſonal Names and Attributes: . 
And though the words Trinity and Perſons, be not in 
ſo'many Letters ſet down in Scripture; no more than 
the word Sacrament , Symbole or Creed, Lord's- 
Yet as we agree that theſe are con- 
tained in and dediced out of the Word of God, fo we 
may ſay of thoſe now in queſtion. For BrevityſakeT 
ſhall mention none of the ſeveral Proofs taken out of 
the Old Teſtament, and pitch upon few: of thoſe out of 


Prayer, @*c. 


the New. 


The Baptiſm of the Lord Jeſus doth afford a clear 
and ſtrong Proof; God the Father ſpeaks, * This is *Mat:3.16,17: 
my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed: Chriſt the 
Son of God is Baptiſed 3. The Spirit.or Holy Ghoſt 


the Blaſphemous Herefie of Socinianifm 
* We are ſure that the Judgment of God is according to * Rom:'2. 3. 
Truth: And immediately after his Converfivn , he 
began to preach the Goſpel with this Fundamental 
Fruth thereof, namely, That he is the Sox of God : Atty. 26, 
And whoſoever owns him not to be truly God, 
gives God the Lye, diſowns him to be our Saviour 
and our Mediator; for as the Mediator;doth a@ the 
part of Man with God, ſo with Men he is to perform. 
the part of God 3 he ſtands between ewo Extreams,. 
and reaches them both with filling the ſpace, though 
never ſo diſtant between them, he immediately ap- 
proacheth unto God, whom he pacifieth towards Men, 
and from him, upon the account. of his own Merit, 
obtaineth for them all Gifts and Graces neceſlary to 
their Salvation : All this none but a God can da 
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deſcemied from Heaven like a Dove, and lighted 
upon him. Then the Apoſtles are commanded to 


* Chap.28. 19. * Baptiſe in the Name of the Father , and of the Son , 


* Heb. 1. 3. 


17. 


and of the Holy Ghoſt; furely by any one that can 
reckon, it will be found there are Three Hypoſtaſes 
or Perſons, for ſo the word "Teigor; is rendred in 
relation to God the Father, for the Son is ſaid to be 


* the expreſs Image of his, the Father's, Perſon. In 
[| John 14-16, the following Text we alſo find there, |} I will Pray 


the Father, and he will give you another Comforter ; the 
Father, I, and the Comforter, there called the Spirit of 


* Chap. 15.26. Truths and in the next Chapter 'tis ſaid, * But wher. 


the Comforter 7s come, whom I will ſend to you from the 


Father ; again here they be Three. St. Pax! alſo men- 


* 2 Cor.13.14- tioneth them, * The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The 


Love of God, that is, the Father , and the Communion- 


of the Holy Ghoſt : This I ſhall conclude, with that of 


* 1 John $. 7. another Apoſtle, * For there are Three that bear record 


in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Gho$ ; 
and theſe Three are One. | think from the word Three, 


that of Trinity may well be derived: Here is proved 


the Trinity of Perſons, and the Unity or Oneneſs of 
Eſlence or Nature: The Trinity of Perſons doth not 
multiply the Nature, without any Contradidion a 
Subje& may in one reſpet be one, and manifold in 
another: This is clear ont of ſeveral Inſtances in 
Nature, Man hath a Soul, this Soul hath three ſeveral 
diſtin& Faculties, the Mind, Will and Memory 3 the 


Mind is not the Will, nor the Will the Memory, theſe . 


are three different Faculties, yet but one. Soul. In 
the Sun are three things, the Body, the Light, and 
the Heat of the Sun, yet not many Suns, yet only one. 
A Father hath a Son, the Father and the Son are two 
different Perſons, yet they have the ſame Nature and 
both are Men. There are many more ſuch Inſtances 
which I now forbear to mention, to ſhew how in 

. created 
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created Subſtances Trinity or Multiplicity doth not- 
deſtroy Unity ; ſo we may reaſonably infer, that in 
the Godhead the Trinity of Perſons is no Prejudice 
to the Unity of Eſſence or Nature. But for all this 
they will deny the Divinity of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the firſt I proved, .and I think *ris fit 
I ſhould ſay ſomething to the laſt, but as ſhortly as 
F can. | 

In order to it,. I ſhall refolve all into one Argument, 

as before I did about Jeſas Chriſt : The Syllogiſm is 
this, He is True and Eternal God , whom Scripture 
gives to, the Names, Attributes, Works and Worſhip 
of God; but all theſe, Scripture attributeth to the 
Holy Ghoſt, therefore the Holy Ghoſt is True Eternal. 

God. To begin with the firſt, 1 ſay the Names of the 
True God are fimply and abſolutely given to the Holy _ 
Ghoſt, * Kzow ye not, faith Paul, that ye are the Temple © * Cor. 3. 3 6: 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you: The 
latter part explaineth the firſt, the dwelling of God 
alone doth make and conſtitute the Temple of God 3. 
and thoſe very ſame whom he calleth the Temple' of 
God, he calleth the Temple or Dwelling of the Holy 
Ghoſt. We have another, when Paul faid to Aranias, , 

* Why hath Satan filled thy Heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt 3 ABS $. 33 4- 
and in the next Verſe, Thou haſt not lied to- Men, but 
#nto God > Whom he before called the Holy Ghoſt, 
he now called God; theſe laſt words tend to ex- 
aggerate and aggravate the greatneſs of his Sin: The 
name of Jehovah is alſo attributed to the Holy Ghoſt, 
for the Lord'ſaid, * He will make himſelf known to and "Numb. 12.6; 

ſpeak by Prophets: Now if we compare this with , iy 
what Peter ſaith, * Holy Men, or Prophets, of God, **© ft 

ſpake as they were moved by the- Holy Ghoſt we (hall 

find, that Jehovah, who promiſed to ſpeak by 
Prophets, is. the Holy Ghoſt which moved them to- 


ſpeak. 
The- 


* Heb. 9. 14+ 


* Pſal. 139.7. 


*Rom. 8. 9. 


* Pfal. 33. 6. 


* Job 26. 13. 
j Gen. 1. 2. 


* Heb. 1. 1. 


|| 1 Cor. 12. 
from Verſe 
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Serious Advice to a Preſervatve againſt 

The Attributes of the True God, do alſo belong 
to the Holy Ghoſt 3 as firſt Eternzty, 'tis ſaid, * Chrift 
thorough the Eternal Spirit offered himz ſo doth Omniſ: 
cience, for the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God; alſo cnpe-ay ny: he is every where, 
* Whither ſhall I go from thy Spiri £ &c. That is, I can 
go no where from itz and the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you; fo he doth in every Believerz tor * he that 
hath not the Spirit of Christ is none of his; as for Almighti- 
eſs, all his Works do demonſtrate it - 

Alſo the Works of the True God are attribated to 
the Holy Ghoſt, as the Creation» of the World, * By 
the Word of the Lord were the Heavens made, and all 
the HoS# of them by the Breath, Spirit, of his Mouth; and 
* By his Spirit he hath garniſhed the Heavens; the Pre- 
ſervation 1s repreſented by his || moving npox the face of 
the Waters; or laying upon, as a Hen doth to pre- 
ſerve her Chickens: But as the proper Attribute of 
the Holy Ghoſt, is to be Holy and Sanftifier, the grear 
AQor in the high Myſtery of Regeneration, and apply- 
ing of Salvation , - the Work whereof is altogether 
Divine; ſo to clear it, we ſhall come to ſome Parti- 
culars, as teaching of the Prophets, who by him were 
moved, as already obſerved out of St. Peter. Now 
tis ſaid, * God ſpake unto the Fathers by the Prophets ; 
then the Spirit that ſpoke by them is God, || The diver- 
ſities of Gifts are of the ſame Spirit, the difference of 
Adminiſtration of the ſame Lord, and the diverſities of 
Operators of the ſame God. Now this diſtribution of 
Gifts, whither of Wiſ4om , of Knowledge, of Faith , 
working of Miracles, of Tongues, &c. all theſe worketh 
that ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every Man ſeverally as 
he will, *tis all his Free Giicz and that there may be no 
miſtake about the word Spirit, the Apoſtle in that 
Place V..3. calls him #he. Holy Ghoſt, 


5 | | The 
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: The Government of the Church, which is the Work 
of God, is alſo attributed to the Holy Ghoſt, for * the * Afs 13:2: 
Holz Ghoſt ſaid,” Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
Work whereunto 1 have called them 5 which Inſtitution of 
Miniſters in the Church made by the Holy Ghoſt; is alſo 
mentioned in another place, ' * Take heed therefore nxto * Chap. 20. 28. 
your ſelves, and to all the Flock over the which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers 5 that Commiſſion is in 
the Name and by the Power. ot the Holy Ghoſt. Thus 
zlſo the Works of the True God are attributed unto the 
Holy Ghoſt, when he is called * the Spirit of Truth ; * John 15. 26. 
|]. Spirit. of Adoptions Þ Spirit of SanGification, or of |Rom 8. 15. 
Holineſs, and the * Spirit of Regeneration ; our Bleſſed RS 
Saviour himſ{clf owneth, that || be caſt out Devils by the {| Matt. 12. 28. 
Spirit of God... SHS CON. 

— Thus Honour and Worſhip dueto the only true God, 
is alſo rendred to the Holy Ghoſt: Thus St. Paz! calls 
* gapon him as a Judge of his Conſcience, and Searcher * Rom. g. 1. 
of bis Heart: In || Bapti/zz he is called upon as well as || Marr. 28. 19. 
the Father and the Son 5 and that which in Scripture is 
ſaid abont * Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which ſhall  Gbap-12: 37: 
never be forgiven 3 and ||\which we are forbidden to Pray || : John 5.16. 
for, doth ſafhiciemily convince, how the Holy Ghoſt is 
to be worſhipped with no leſs Piety, Honour and Ado- 
ration, . than are the Father and the Son. 

This ſhort Scheme, which upon occaſion may be en- 
larged, I at this time have drawn againſt the Blaſphe- 
mous Hereſies of Socir1as, that by the Paw the Reader 
may know the Lyon; and ſo togive People warning of 
the Danger and Nature of the Poiſon, which ſtrikes at 
no leſs, than to overthrow the Fundamentals of True 
Chriſtian Religion. Thus 1f Men, having been fore- 
warned, ſtand upon their Guards, they may,: by the 

Grace of God, be able to avoid the Evil and Occaſion 
of it. As to the other Points wherein they Err, eſpe- 
cially about Matters of Grace, as that the _— of. 

| F re- 
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Serious Advice to a Preſervatrve againſ 
Predeſtination are not in God, bur in usz that he doth 
not predeſtinate to Salvation eny particular or certain 
Perſons 3. and that Predeſtination is mutable, and may 
be fruſtrated : Theſe and others I now omit, only give 
this hint to ſhew, how they are broke looſe againſt the 
Perſon and Grace of our Bleffed Saviour 5 in them we 
find united and concentered the Darnnible Errors of 
the two great Hereſiarks Arrivws and Pelagizs , even 
againſt Scripture, Reaſon and Authority, the Belief of 
the True Chriſtian Primitive Church. 

That which now remaineth for me to do, is direqly 
to addreſs my ſelf to ſeveral forts of Perſons: Firſt, 
To the Clergy-mer, both to the Sound and Unſound 
part thereof, whom God hath ſet to be Watchmen 
over {ſrael his Peoplez they cannot be Ignorant of 
God's Charge to them, and how ſtrifly God will re- 
quire at their Hands the Blood of thoſe that ſhall Pe- 
riſh thorough their Faults: It is the Daty of them all, 
whither Superior or Inferior, and ought to be their 
diligent Care, to feed their Flocks with Sound Do- 
arine, and with the Sincere Milk of Truth, to prevent 
the Wolves coming into: their Sheep-folds, which now 
are. waiting for at: Opportunity to enter in and tear, 
* Let them go up into the Gaps, and make np the Hedges 


_ *for the Houſe of God, and uſe every one all poſſible en- 


deavours, with Watching and Preaching, to prevent. 
the Poiſon's: creeping within their ſeveral. Churches , 
and ſtrive, with good Lives and Converfations, to pro- 
cure God's Bleſhng npon their Labonrs. But in a ſpe- 
cial way -to the Saperior Clergy, who have a great 
Hand in the Government of the Church, and are digni- 
fied with Titles, that the greater Power they have, the 
more 1s and ſhall be required at their Hands, when the 
great Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souts ſhall appear : 
I dare got to preſame ſo far of my ſelf, as to thitk 1 
am able to adviſe, muchlefs to preſcribe any Methods, 
that 


the Blaſphemour Herefie of Socinianiſm, 
that muſt be left to their Chriſtian Prudence,and to that 
Meaſure which God hath imparted to them of his Spirit. 

However with Submiffion'it will be welf to' begin at 
Home, and every one fee whither all be fafe and found 
within the Pales of their Jariſdition 3 and if there 
appears any figns of Leprofie and Plague, without loſs 
of time, and in the moſt proper ways, - let them Purge; 


Cleanſe and Remove it, and then uſe means con- 
ducing'to keep it out, and hinder its coming in : Afﬀter- 


wards let them meet and joyn Heads together, and be 
a mutoal Help, and take fach wholſom and' vigorous 


Reſolutions, as may, by the Bleſſing of God, root out 
and prevent the growing of thoſe dangerous Weeds : 
Let every one, not only within his Precinfts, laboar 


againſt the Diſtemper, but alſo altogether 'ftrive to 


driveit out of the Land: Let them uſe their Anthority; 
as far as it- reacheth, in- Eeelefiaſtical thingsz and 


wherein it falls ſhort, they may, 'for help, 
Civil:Power, and thoſe among[t therti'who 
endued with ſufficient Parts and Eearnitp 


apply 


'to the 
d hath 


:*Lete*them, 


in God's Natne, make fe of 'thoſe'Weapons to fight 
againſt and batter 'down'Error and Hereftez- to'dif- 
courage and diſcountenance it-in the Fautors and Pro- 
feſlors thereof: And ſpeedily they muſt go about it, 


for fear of coming too late; for 'tis too true, and too = 


publick, how the Poiſon is gotten, not only here and 
there, up and down, but alſo into onr very Vitals, [ 
mean into the Univerſties : Let them but be Real and 
Upright for God and our Saviour's Intereſt, and truſt 


God for a Succeſs : But at one time or other * #heCxrſe * Jer: 48. 10. 


of God will light upon thoſe that do his Work deceitfully, 
or negligently. Wherefore mind ye Chriſt; if ye wit 
have him to mind yon 3 be concerned for him and his 
Glory, if you defire him to be concerned for yon. 


My next Addrefs is,-to the' Magiſtrate a | 
Power, whither Sapreme or Subordinate, Legiſlative or: 
balls id | Executives 
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Serious Advice to-a-Preſervatrve againſt 
Executive 3 -with all hamble Reſpe& in the preſent caſe 
to put them 1n, mind 'of their ' Duty 3--as they. Rule- for 
God,,-who hath placed them in their Stations, -ſo-at the 
Laſt and Terrible Day, /if not before, he will call-them 
to give/him an-.account of their Adminiſtration; he not 
only hath: called bur alſo. preſerves them in the Exerciſe 
of their Charge, and-keeps the moſt. Unruly in Awe 
and Obedience under, them : As this he doth for them, 
ſo he expects they ſhall do other things for him; he 
hath put the * Sword in their Hand, which they bear not 
in vain, for he is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to ex- 
ecute Wrath upon him that doth Evil; not only-to main- 
tain their own Authority, but alſo and chiefly that of 
God, for all Authority 1s originatively, in him, and but 
derivatively im them; for in;his Name, ,and by Vertue 
of his Commitſhon, - is all. Juriſdiftion, and-all Judpmerts 
to be executed :- They: are the Keepers of both- Tables, 
to puniſh.not only the Tranſgreſlors of the ſecond, but 
alſo:thofe of che feſt 3, not; only Adulterers, Thievesand 
Murtherers, but allo Profane, Impious Idolaters and 
Blaſpbemers;. I do not fay, preſently to Hang, Drawand 
Quarter, but let the Guilty. be diſcountenanced,and the 
Obſtinate and Contumicious puniſhed : Herein let 
Chriſtian Prudence be their Guide, and the Law of the 
Land,, not without God's, be the Rule, whereby they 
will anneſt our Atheiſtical, Impious and Prophane Per- 
fons, who do ſhelter themſelves under Socinianiſme. 

I am ſure the Devil and all the Powers of Hell, can 
raiſe no Opinions more Damnable and Blaſphemous, no 
more DeſtruRive to the very Foundation of Faith and 
Salvation, than to bring in-amongſt a Chriſtian Society, 
that which ſparesnot,but ſtrikesat Divinity it (ſelf,which 
offers to pull out of God's Boſom his only begotten Son; 
who robs that very Son of God, of his Nature, and of 
that Glory which he had with the Father from all Eter- 
nity 3, and, undertakes: to. Annihilate that Holy: and - 


Blefled 'T 


the Blaſphemons Herefre of Socinianiſm. 
Bleſſed Spirit of God: This,- indeed, is to grieve him 
that comforteth-us 1n all our Griefs, and at ance to 
overthrow:the whole Myftery-of our Redemption for 
if Chriſt be not God, he hath not-ſatisfied the: Juſtice of 
God, nor. appeaſed his Wrath : And thus our. Faith is 
vain, and we are (till in our St6s 3 for it was impoſſible 

for any Man, meerly ſuch, to perform thatgreat Work, 

and overcome all our Enemies: I ſay, though God had 

ftrengthned him never ſo much,. for no Man could re- 

ceive a greater Power than Humane Nature-is capable 

of ; and God could not ofa Man make a God, becauſe 
it implies a ContradiQion : Humanity: being ' paſlible, 
was a fit ſubje& to-ſuffer Pains due for Sin and the 
Curſe, of the Law 3 butan Infinite Power was neceflary 
to get the Victory over thoſe Tormentsand over Death. 
I fay not only that Humane Nature alone could not 
perform this but I add, That Angelical Nature, more 
noble and perfe&, would have ſank under the Weight- 
and Burthen of it. . ; | | 
-- Theſe Errors we muſt look upon as Helliſh and Pro- 
digious Monſters, as indeed they. are, but withall the 
Impudence and Shameleſneſs of thoſe that are therewith 
infected, is a great Aggravation, they Glory in their 
Shame, for with a bare and brazen Face, they own 
and publiſh their Opinions, . which I could obſerve to 
my Grief and Amazement: No Modeſty in their Beha- 
viour, no ſign of Piety in their Diſcourſe, no Check of 
Conſcience; they ſpeak, openly, write publickly, and 
boldly diſperſe their Erroneonus Books; and no Curb, 
no Reſtraint put upon them 3 they Poiſon the Souls, 
and no body ſaith to them, What doeſt thou2...We 
have the Ny---s, the Fer---2s, the Fr---ks, &c, known 
for what they bez we have here, asI am informed, one 
Crel---45 Nephew to that Infamous Svcinian beyond 
Sea 3 - we have here ſome Fr---chWretches, who,before 
.they;came over, durſt not own their Opinions, for fear 
605 Seb EY | | re 
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"Serious Advice to a'Preſervatrve againſ} 
of Fire #nd Faggot, yet here vent them with Liberty, 
who if ever they went back, would no doubt drawn 
their Horns 3 nay, ſome of them take upon them to 
Travel abroad in the Capacity of Governours toyoung 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, though in a high degree in- 
fe&ed with that Plague ; yet theſe things are not taken 
notice of, though of ſach a Nature as deſerves ſtrictly 
to be look'd and narrowly inquired into: And God 
knows what Judgments this is like to bring upon the 
Nation, as if before we had not Sins enough to anſwer 
for, but there muſt be this new Addition: However, 
we have fome Law againſt Blaſphemy and Socinianiſm 
which makes great Noiſe, and ſpreads too much; God 
knows whoſe Fault it is, with the Royal Prophet we maſt 
fay, A &s time for thee, Lord, to work, fortheyhave made void 
thy Law. | | & 79 

"We want no Preſidents nor Examples -out of Scrt- 
pture, to ſhew how 'tis the Magiſtrates Duty to puniſh 
ſach Enormities, for as they have the Sword to'defend 
the Innocent, ſo *tis' to puniſh MalefaQors, of which 
there can be no greater. than Blaſphemers: As of the 
two kinds of Treaſons, thatwhich is againſt the Prince's 
Perſon is in a higher degree and greater than that 
aganſt his Government; ſo the Blaſphemy againſt God's 
Works and Providence, may be called leſs than that 
which is immediately againſt his Nature and Perſons: 
God requireth of Magiſtrates, and fo they in Conſcience 
are bound to provide, that Snbje&s be rightly inſti- 
rated im his Frue Religion, and conſequently to have 
every thing removed and puniſhed that is contrary 
thereunto: This courſe was taken by the good Kings of 
Tudah, as Aſa, Fehoſhaphat, Hezechiah and Fofiahs, fo 
fince Chriſt's Conag good Chriſtian Emperors did fo; 
hence'to fuppreſs Hereticks, the Councils of Nice, (or- 
ftantinople, Epheſws, Calcedon, were fammoned: by 'the 
Emperors Conſtantine; Theodoſine, Martian;8c/asto the 


z 
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the Blaſphemout Hereſie of Socinianifim. 39; 
Blafphetner . mentioned in the Old Teſtament, He war 
ftoned by God's immetiate command. Here Worſtinr's Eovit. 24. 14. 
. Book De Deo was in King James's Time burat by 
the Hangmanz as fome' Years after the Racovienſis 
Catechifin was, by order of Parliament, condemned 
to be. 
' Laſtly, I come and addreſs to all and every parti- 
cular Subje&t, of whatſoever Rank and Quality, whi- 
ther- Noble or Ignoble, High or Low, Rich or Poor, 
Young or Old, and earneſtly deſire them, as they are 
tender of the Glory of God, of their own Salvation , 
and of the Welfare and Proſperity of their Religion 
and Country, not to, ſuffer themſelves'to be miſkad 
and ſeduced by thoſe Ravenons Wolves, who do not 
come in Sheeps-cloathings, for they deal above-board, 
bur like Roaring Lyons; with ſuch keep no company, 
and as much as poſſibly you can, avoid all Commount- 
cation, * 0 not to eat, as St. Payl faith, which if you * « Cor. 5. r«. 
do, you tempt God, as much as one who would lye 
a-bed with another that hath the Plague, yet think 
himſelf in tio danger of it. * Now, faith the ſame *Rom. 16. 17, 
Apoſtle in'another plice, I beſeech you Brethren, mark." 
thenr which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the 
Do@rine which ze have received, and auoid them: This 
is both Wartiing and Command,atd Beſeeching againſt 
the Enemies of the True Dodrine he taught, the reaſon 
he gives in the next Verſe, For they that are ſuch, ſerve 
ot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly, and by 
good Wortls and fair Speethes deceive the Hearts of the 
Simple : Let the Simple beware of fach Deceivers.. 
This Advice in fuch caſes he gives the Simple, as 
beitig moſt of all in datiger of being ſedaced 3 but 
to the Leattied and Clergy in the Perſon of Titus , 
he faith that which T wiſh thett to' mind, * A May * Tits. 10,rs 
that is an Heretich after the firſt and ſecond Admoni- 
tion, rejef : Knowivg, that he that is ſuch, is gy" : 
*Y an 
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Sertous Advice to a Preſervative againſt 
and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf - What the 
Holy Apoſtle faith, he backs with a Reaſon. 

Here [ cannot forbear, with all due ReſpeR, in God's 
Name, to declare to Kings, Parliaments, and to any 
that have a Hand in the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment, that incaſe they every one in their Station, and 
to the utmoſt of their Power, do not go about to re- 
ſtrain and ſappreſs that Damaable and Antichriſtian 
Poiſon,they thereby become acccſlary tothe Blaſphemy); 
it 1s. their Duty, and in their Power, to oppole it 3 
which to negle&, is to encourage itz for Impuanity is 
an Encovragzment to Crimesz and they mult «now, 
God at one time or other will require it at their hands, 
and theſe few Lines I have written, ſhall riſe ap in 
Jadgment againſt them: Let them remember and apply 

ordecai's words to Eſther, If thou altogether holdeſ# thy 
Peace at this time, then ſhall Deliverance ariſe from ano- 


ther place, but thou and thy Father's Houſe ſhall be de- 


ſtroged. | | 
But to return to thoſe whom I am Addreſſing to, I 


_ fay to them, Miſtruſt the Deceitfalneſs of Sin, the Crafti- 


neſs of the Devil, and the Weakneſs ani Corruption 
of your own Hearts: As you are to avoid their Diſ- 
courſes, ſo have nothing to do with their Books; this 
I ſpeak chiefly to the Ignorant and Unlearned, who 
muſt never read them, but in the Works of ſound 
Divires that refutethem; but be.very frequent in read- 
ing the Word of God, which can afford both Offenſive 
and Defenſive Weapons againſt ſach Enemies; thereia 
you may find ſtrong and full Proofs, with Demoanſtra- 
tions of the Divinity of our Blefſed Saviour, of the 
Holy Ghoſt}, and of-every other high and neceſſary 
Point of our Faith, for therein God hath not left him- 
ſelf without a Witneſs againſt all Oppoſers and Blaſ- 
phemers whatſoever. | 


This i. 


the Blaſphemour Herefie of Socinianiſm. Fi 
This againſt ſuch Deceivers and Antichriſts as St. Joh» 
calls them in his ſecond Epiſtle, I ſhall now conclude 
with what the ſame Apoſtle ſaith in the ſame place, : 
If there come any unto you, and bring not this DoFrine, 2 John to. 11+ 
receive him not into your Houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed. 
Yon ſee he forbiddeth to wiſh them well, in the follow- 
ing Verſe he gives the reaſon, For he that biddeth him 
God ſpeed, is partaker. of his evil, Deeds, makes himſelf 
Acceſſary to his Error and Guilt, . This Holy Apoſtle 
not only gives us this Rule, but alſo his own Example 
in the caſe of Cerinthus another Heretick in his time, 
who denied Chriſt to be God or Son of God. We. 
have it related out of Polycarpus by * Irenexs and *Lib.;. cap 3; 
| Euſebizs, How at Epheſas St. John being gone to waſh {| Lib 4. Hiſt: 
himſelf in a Bath, as ſoon as he heard: Cerinthus was p14 
there, he went away abhorring the place; and this he 
2dded, He feared, the place wherein ſuch an Enemy 
of the Truth had Bathed would fall z and he no fooner 
ame out, bat the Houſe fell, wherewith Cerinthas and 
all others within it were killed. Now to him * mou * Rev. 19+ 13s. 
Name is called the Word of God, and who hath on his '* 
- dg and on his Thigh, a Name written, King of 
ings, aud Lord of Lords. -* To the Lord Je(ws Ceri * 1 Tim6. 145, 
pho is the Bleſſed and only Potentate, King of Kings, and "* 
Lord of Lords : To|| Chriſ# who is the Power and Wiſdom: || 1 Cor. 1. 24: 
f God, even that Wiſdom that ſpeaks thus, * The Lord *Prov.8.22;23- 
Woſſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, before his Works of 
Vid. I was ſet up from Everlaſting, from the Beginning, 
r ever the Earth was. To him be Honour and Power 
Everlaſting. Amer. 
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